
2 Kings 21:13
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the

plummet of the house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a

man wipeth a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside down. 

Analysis

And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of

the house of  Ahab:  and I  will  wipe Jerusalem as  a  man wipeth a  dish,

wiping it, and turning it upside down.

This  verse  contributes  to  the  overall  theme  of  chapter  21:  Unprecedented

wickedness  brings  irreversible  judgment.  In  Judah's  later  history,  we  see  both

genuine  reforms  and  deep-rooted  corruption,  revealing  that  external  religious

activity cannot substitute for heart transformation. 

The narrative demonstrates God's justice in judging covenant unfaithfulness while

maintaining His ultimate purposes for redemption. 

Historical Context

Historical Setting: 2 Kings 21 takes place during the final century of Judah's

existence, 7th century BCE, including Manasseh and Josiah's reigns. The chapter's

theme (Manasseh and Amon's  Evil  Reigns)  reflects  the historical  reality  of  the

worst  apostasy  under  Manasseh followed by  the  most  thorough reforms under

Josiah,  demonstrating  that  external  righteousness  cannot  reverse  God's

determined  judgment.  Archaeological  evidence  from  this  period  includes  royal

inscriptions, administrative documents, and material culture that corroborate the
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biblical account while providing additional context for understanding the political

and social dynamics at work. 

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

How does this verse contribute to understanding the theological message of 2

Kings 21 regarding unprecedented wickedness brings irreversible judgment?

What does this passage reveal about God's character, particularly His justice,

mercy, and faithfulness to covenant promises?

In what practical ways should this text shape contemporary Christian

thinking about faithfulness, worship, and obedience to God?

Interlinear Text

יתיִ ונְטִָ
And I will stretch

H5186

עַל
H5921

ם ירְוֽשָּׁלִַ
Jerusalem

H3389

ת אֵ
H853

ו קָ
the line

H6957

וֹן שֹֽׁמְר
of Samaria

H8111

ואְֶת
H853

לתֶ מִשְׁקֹ
and the plummet

H4949

ית בֵּ
of the house

H1004

ב אַחְאָ
of Ahab

H256

ה מָחָ
and I will wipe

H4229

אֶת
H853

ם ירְוֽשָּׁלִַ
Jerusalem

H3389

כאֲַּֽשֶׁר
H834

ה מָחָ
and I will wipe

H4229

אֶת
H853

חַת ַּ הַצלַּ
a dish
H6747

ה מָחָ
and I will wipe

H4229

ְ ך והְָפַ
it and turning

H2015

עַל
H5921

פּנָיֶֽהָ׃
it upside down

H6440

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Lamentations 2:8 (Parallel theme): The LORD hath purposed to destroy the wall

of the daughter of Zion: he hath stretched out a line, he hath not withdrawn his

hand from destroying: therefore he made the rampart and the wall to lament; they

languished together.

Isaiah 34:11 (Parallel theme): But the cormorant and the bittern shall possess it;

the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it: and he shall stretch out upon it the line

of confusion, and the stones of emptiness.

Isaiah 10:22 (Parallel theme): For though thy people Israel be as the sand of the

sea, yet a remnant of them shall return: the consumption decreed shall overflow

with righteousness.

Isaiah  28:17 (Parallel  theme):  Judgment  also  will  I  lay  to  the  line,  and

righteousness to the plummet: and the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies,

and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.

Jeremiah 25:9 (Parallel theme): Behold, I will send and take all the families of the

north, saith the LORD, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my servant, and

will bring them against this land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against

all these nations round about, and will utterly destroy them, and make them an

astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations.

2 Kings 10:11 (Parallel theme):  So Jehu slew all that remained of the house of

Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his kinsfolks, and his priests, until he

left him none remaining.
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